
Westerbeke has experience some instances where, particularly if the unit has been 
sitting without being used for a period of time, loss of oil pump prime can occur. Because 
the engine does not have oil pressure at this time we need to attempt to prime the oil 
pump. The way to do this is to pressurize the oil sump with air pressure while the engine 
is running. Please follow these instructions.  
 
1) Do not run the engine for extended periods (more than 10 or 15 seconds) with the oil 
safety switch by-passed.  
 
2) Remove the intake air breather from the valve cover. Start the engine and, using a 
rubber tipped blow nozzle, force 90 PSI of air into the valve cover. If no air pressure is 
available on the dock where the boat is located using an automotive air caddy is 
recommended. Be careful not to shoot the dipstick out of its tube. Providing a few 3 to 4 
second blasts of pressure should result in the pressure coming back. Monitor the oil 
pressure with a mechanical gauge while blasting the air into the valve cover. You will 
notice the pressure will increase each time the air is applied.  
 
3) Doing this will force oil up the pick-up tube inside the oil sump and it should restore oil 
pressure and flow up to the rocker shaft. Attached I have included a copy of a service 
bulletin that pertains to Low Profile products oil viscosity for your convenience. Once 
there is sufficient pressure again replace the filter and oil with fresh 40W oil. Obviously 
the engine should be run after changing the oil and filter to insure the pressure is still 
adequate. If not follow the previous steps a second time. This heavy weight oil should 
coat the internal engine components well enough to initiate a new prime each time the 
engine is started. You may also want to let the engine sit overnight then run it again in 
the morning to insure there are no problems. Note that it makes good sense to run the 
unit often to avoid the chance for loss of prime to happen again.  
 
4) If any pressure fluctuation problems or internal engine knocking noises are noticed we 
will need to take a different approach but upon priming the oil pump and testing of the 
unit the generator should be sufficiently ready start using it again.  
 
 
In July 2008 Westerbeke released service bulletin 253.  It covered the subject of 
LUBE OIL SPECIFICATIONS CHANGES.  It covered the following models: 
 
Westerbeke “Low Profile” Gasoline Generators 5.0/4.2 BCG, 5.0/4.2 BCGA, 7.0/5.9 
BCGC & 7.0/5.9 BCGD 
 
Westerbeke “Safe CO” Gasoline Generators 5.0/4.2 SBCG & 6.5/5.4 SBCG 
 
The lube oil currently specified in the operator’s manual for the above models is 
being changed. 
 
Lube oil with the following specification must now be used: SAE 40W with the API 
code of “SJ” or better 
 
Dealers, Owners and Operators are urged to change over to this new specified oil 
grade at the next oil change & oil filter change interval for your unit or sooner if 
circumstances allow. 
 



Oil specifications shown in the operator’s manual will be changed prior to the 
manuals next printing. 
 
The reason for this important change is to improve the ability of the engine’s oil 
pump to draw and pump oil after long term inactivity of the unit. 
 
 


